Politics and Economics Made Plain

Christian Democrat

You own two cows.  Your neighbor has none.

You keep one and give the other to your poor neighbor.  Then you regret it.

Socialist

You own two cows.  Your neighbor has none.

The government takes one of your cows and gives it to your neighbor.

You are forced to form a collective to help your neighbor take care of the cow.

Social Democrat

You own two cows.  Your neighbor has none.  You feel guilty because you have been successful.

You elect a government that imposes a tax on your cows.

You are forced to sell one cow to pay the tax.

The government takes the money, buys a cow, and gives it to your neighbor.

You feel righteous.

Free Democrat

You own two cows.  Your neighbor has none.  So what?

Communist

You own two cows.  Your neighbor has none.

The government confiscates the cows and sells you the milk.

You stand in line for hours to buy the milk.  The milk is sour.

European Union Bureaucracy

You own two cows.

The European Union takes both your cows, slaughters one, milks the other, pays you compensation from the milk profit, and pours the milk into the North Sea.

American Enterprise
You own two cows.

You sell one and lease it back.

You start a company.

You force the cows to quadruple their milk production.

You are surprised when one cow collapses dead.

You issue a press release announcing that you have reduced your costs by 50%.

Your stock goes up.


French Enterprise

You own two cows.  You go on strike because you want to have three cows.

You go and have lunch.  Life is beautiful.

Japanese Enterprise

You own two cows.  With modern gene techniques you reduce their size to one-tenth of their original size, and you increase their milk output by a factor of twenty.  Now you create a clever cow cartoon, call it “cow-kimon” and market it worldwide.

German Enterprise

You own two cows.  With modern gene techniques you redesign the cows so that they are blond, drink a lot of beer, produce milk of the highest quality and run at a speed of 100 miles per hour.

Unfortunately, these cows ask for 13 weeks of vacation each year.

British Enterprise

You own two cows.

They are both mad.

Italian Enterprise

You own two cows, but you don’t know where they are.

As you search for them, you see a beautiful woman.

You take time out for lunch with her.

Life is beautiful.

